
No one has a more important role to play in the DRC than you. Share God’s love with the  

most vulnerable and STAND/for Congo:

www.worldrelief.org

* When prompted please reply with YES to confirm your gift. 

Msg&Data rates may apply. Full terms at mGive.com/a

 

•	 Get	informed:	Visit	www.worldreleif.org/congo	for	information	and	resources

•	 Become	a	monthly	donor:	stand	with	us	as	we	empower	churches	to	serve

•	 Take	a	vision	trip	with	World	Relief:	see	for	yourself	the	needs,	witness	the	hopeful	solutions

•	 Tell	your	friends	about	the	DRC:	the	link	between	conflict	minerals,	technology	and	the	plight	of	women

•	 Become	a	STAND/	for	Congo	advocate	in	your	community:	host	a	DRC	prayer	group	in	your	church

WITH US

FOR  
CONGO

	
•	 Train 420 church leaders in peacebuilding and trauma counseling

•	 Train 300 peace makers to resolve conflicts as they arise in villages

•	 Integrate peace building in women’s, children’s and youth ministries at 200 churches

•	 Form 50 support groups for victims of sexual violence

•	 Launch 100 new compassion groups and support 50 ongoing groups

•	 Help 10,000 farmers each year cultivate a surplus of food

Five-year	goals	for	World	Relief	In the next five years World Relief DRC plans to partner with 

420 churches across the DRC to:
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Fast	Facts:
•	 Population of over 68.7 million

•	 Struggling to recover from 12 years of civil war

•	 80% of people attend church

•	 One of the most dangerous places on earth to be a woman

•	 Nearly 2 million internally displaced people

•	 Natural resources fuel conflict and are used in western electronics

•	 World Relief team members serve approximately 60,000 Congolese

Reconciling	Neighbors
Congolese	churches	work	with	World	Relief	to		

permeate	Eastern	DRC	with	peaceful	communities	

following	Christ’s	example.	Since	2005,	World	

Relief	has	brought	together	pastors	from	different	

tribes	to	engage	in	honest	discussion,	leading	to	

repentance,	trust	and	interdenominational	commit-

tees	dedicated	to	peace	and	compassion	ministries.

Restoring	Livelihoods
In	spite	of	continuing	volatility,	World	Relief’s	mi-

crofinance	institution	—Hekima—enables	thousands	

of	Congolese	to	develop	small	income-generating	

enterprises.	Hekima	is	also	expanding	to	provide		

agricultural	loans	to	help	provide	needed	food	security	

to	families	returning	home	after	being	displaced.	

Healing	Victims
Local	churches	trained	by	World	Relief	help	victims	of	

sexual	violence	reintegrate	and	regain	their	identities	as	

women	made	in	the	image	of	God.	Day	after	day,	church-

based	women’s	support	groups	provide	a	place	for	victims	

to	regain	physical	strength,	grieve	with	other	survivors	and	

participate	in	community	activities	without	fear	of	stigma.

Rebuilding	Communities
Working	with	local	church	networks,	World	Relief	helps	

families	returning	to	their	homes	by	supplying	emergency	

food	rations,	seeds	and	farming	tools.	Equipped	with	

agricultural	and	nutrition	training,	families	plant	vegetable	

gardens	for	nutritional	and	economic	gain	while	farm		

associations	relay	best	practices	to	other	farmers.

ONGOING CONFLICT: 		Continual conflict in Eastern DRC has stained the 

social fabric with mistrust, division and hatred. Tribal tensions run rampant in government 

and churches, often causing splits along ethnic lines. This instability has led to increased 

hunger, disease and malnutrition, making DRC last on the Global Hunger Index.

DISPLACEMENT: Forced to flee their villages at a moment’s notice, millions of 

Congolese have spent between three months and three years living in internally displaced 

camps. When families are allowed to safely return home they discover their homes, fields, 

possessions and livelihoods in ruins. 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE: Using rape as a weapon of war, armed combatants 

systematically destroy communities in the DRC. Rape has become so prevalent Congolese 

don’t talk about “if” a woman will be raped, but “when.” Survivors of rape are stigmatized, 

generally treated by authorities as criminals and often without access to victim support. 

POVERTY: Ranked by the World Bank as the second-worst business environment 

in the world, instability in the DRC continually undermines sincere efforts to earn a living. 

Farming, businesses, and transportation systems disrupted by conflict exacerbate 

the already far-reaching effects of poverty. 

UNIQUE CHALLENGES 

More than a decade of conflict in the Eastern DRC has uprooted millions of people, caused widespread 

disease and claimed over 5.4 million lives. Though blessed with land rich in mineral resources, 80% of 

Congolese live in extreme poverty conditions. In the middle of such instability and upheaval, World Relief 

is working with the church to respond to urgent needs. As one of the few remaining social infrastructures, 

the local church in DRC makes the most of limited resources to serve the vulnerable and stand as a  

beacon of hope and refuge.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (DRC):  
A LAND OF EXTREMES

My name is Aloys Ngango.
I am a pastor in Rutshuru—the  
area most affected by fighting.
Many in my church suffer, but as team members with 

World Relief, we continue serving the most vulnerable. 

We have formed compassion groups that make the most of limited 

resources to care for the vulnerable. I have been trained to counsel people 

traumatized by violence and help them heal and find hope again. I meet 

regularly with leaders from ten other churches so we can work together 

and build unity. Together, we speak for peace in the region. 

When you stand with me, you STAND/for Congo.

RutshuRu

Kavumu
GOma

PROGRAMS: MEETING NEEDS

 REBUILDING
LIVELIHOODS

Hekima micro-finance 
 institution’s branch in Bukavu  

is expanding to provide  
agricultural loans.

 RECONCILIATION
& HEALING

World Relief trains churches 
to care for victims of sexual 
violence and to build peace 

 in the region.

 DISPLACEMENT
The capital of North Kivu  
province is where many  

displaced people flee as a 
place of perceived safety.


